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suggestion had been a joke. It is humiliating even for
commoners to explain a joke ; but it was not always safe to
joke with Mr. Gladstone.

He was a frequent guest at Court where the Queen was
invariably gracious and he had " a go upon Reform and the
Crown Estates with the Prince." There was not the least
constraint, and he found the sovereign " above all so
thoroughly natural/9 But his views were not always to the
royal taste, a proposal to recruit the lower grades of the
Civil Service by competitive examination appearing to the
Queen to involve immense and irretrievable changes. Two
memoranda and an audience were needed, before the royal
sanction was conceded, " altho' not without considerable
misgivings/' But he was still in friendly correspondence
with the Prince, abetting his designs for buying sound
Italian pictures for the national collection.

As 1854 advanced, the eastern sky was darkened by the
clouds of war, and Lord Aberdeen's unwarlike Coalition
ran into heavy weather. After an uncomfortable interlude
of resignations Lord Palmerston took office to the Queen's
profound dismay. But it was some consolation to his
anxious sovereign that the new Prime Minister invited the
Peelite cohort to stay in the Cabinet. They hesitated ; but
their hesitations were ended by the diplomacy of their own
leader. For the Prince himself had positively asked Lord
Aberdeen to induce Gladstone, Herbert, and Graham to
serve in the new Government; and after a becoming interval
of coyness they complied. Their services were highly
valued by the Queen, if less highly by the Prime Minister ;
and she reported hopefully to King Leopold at Brussels that,
in spite of Palmerston's disturbing advent, their inclusion
" would be very important, and would tend to allay the
alarm which his name will, I fear, produce abroad."

So Gladstone was still Chancellor of the Exchequer in
1855 ; but not for long. Before a month was fairly out, the
Peelite consciences were troubled once again upon a
Parliamentary point. For they were profoundly shocked